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The Badge Is NOT
a Political Tool
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See us at the SHOT Show – 
Booth #20117

being used as props in political theater. 

public trust.” (Police1.com, October 2025) 
I must agree with the Chief. We are 

and keep the public trust, one like never 
before. Battling each other will be our un-
doing. 

Policing will never be perfect because 
it is carried out by human beings and we 
are imperfect. We need to strive, howev-
er, to value the public trust, because we 
are, as Sir Robert Peel said, part of the 

-
ership level or on the street in patrol. Our 
very institution depends on it. Peel went 
on to say many other important things 
when he wrote his principles of policing. 
One of those core principles, written in 
1829 when he established the Metropol-
itan Police Act in London, resonates loud-
ly today and supports the words of Chief 
Weitzel:

“To seek and preserve public favor, 
not by pandering to public opinion, but by 
constantly demonstrating absolute impar-
tial service to law, in complete indepen-
dence of policy, and without regard to the 
justice or injustice of the substance of in-
dividual laws, by ready offering of individ-
ual service and friendship to all members 
of the public without regard to their wealth 
or social standing, by ready exercise of 
courtesy and friendly good humor, and 

protecting and preserving life.” (Sir Robert 
Peel, 1829)

As we prepare to enter 2026, this is a 
good time to look at ourselves in the mir-
ror and ask ourselves, both institutionally 

and personally, some critical questions. 
Are we working to seek and preserve pub-
lic favor and doing so without pandering to 
public opinion? Are we making sure that 

-
litical loyalty? I have always said that the 
way to gain and keep the public trust is 
to work to better ourselves professionally. 

-
ciples, on social media or at parties to try 
and convince our non-police acquaintanc-
es of how noble and professional we are 
accomplishes nothing. The only things 

actions. We have to be careful which ac-
tions we take and why we are taking them 

when our actions are wrong, we need to 
be openly accountable, swiftly and with 
clarity. 

This is a young country and profes-
sional law enforcement in the USA is even 

hope we never stop doing so. 
Happy New Year to us all.  P&SN

Ramesh Nyberg retired from law en-
forcement in November 2006 after 27 
years of police work. He lives in Miami 
and teaches criminal justice at a local 
high school. He also teaches regional 
law enforcement courses through Train-
ing Force, USA. He enjoys getting feed-
back from readers and can be reached 
at ramesh.nyberg@gmail.com. Also, 
Ram has written a new book, Badge, 
Tie and Gun: Life and Death Journeys 
of a Miami Detective, which is available 
on Amazon in both Kindle eBook and 

amazon.com/dp/B0CTQQKQTV
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