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There is a place where crime 
goes largely unnoticed. 

-

-
-

“place” is the largest geographic en-
tity on the planet: our oceans.
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…AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH
Continued from page 6

situation, sometimes withholding pay 

“trip” can continue for weeks or longer. 
The living quarters on some of these 

of disease. One Greek ship was about 
to be “caught” so the captain scuttled 
the vessel, intentionally sinking it to 

escaped on liferafts while the rest of 
the 22 man crew was left on a sinking 
death trap. Many of them died. Men 
who sign up for work on these vessels 
are largely uneducated, unskilled and 

-
scionable contracts and have no mon-
ey to pay lawyers to represent them in 
civil actions. Instead, they just accept 
the abusive lifestyle and even go back 
to it for lack of a better option. 

In going after the worst violators, 
Hammarstadt and the other members 

-

-
ing violations for decades and, while 

catch them, they do have a system for 
identifying the most serious offend-

coded categories, the “purple notice” 
list reserved for the most egregious 
violators. This list is provided to every 

and to recognized private forces like 
Sea Shepherd. Oceangoing criminal 
behavior is no laughing matter. Be-
sides the harsh and illegal treatment 
of maritime workers, illegal seafood 
catches make up about 20% of what 

-
kets. Local wholesalers in many coun-
tries ask few questions if they can 
pay a discounted rate for their mer-
chandise and so the seafood industry 

identifying marks or serial numbers 
to tell you how they were obtained or 

sustainability of the ocean is in peril 
because of these unlawful activities. 
We all know that, as local law enforce-
ment, our hands our pretty much tied. 
The Coast Guard might snag illegal 

-

drugs and humans to attend to. Find-

way down on their list. Now imagine 
most other countries whose maritime 
law enforcement capabilities are way 
less than ours and you realize the free 
reign which the vast ocean provides 
for unlawful acts of all kinds. 

There are so many layers to this 
problem. The results of unchecked 
maritime activity involves not just the 

-
ing, human rights violations and work-
ing conditions which sometimes come 
close to outright slavery. There is even 
a doctor in Mexico who takes women 
out to international waters to perform 
abortions, away from the clutches of 
Mexican legal jurisdiction. In his re-
markable book, The Outlaw Ocean, 
author Ian Urbina recounts some of 
these harrowing stories in great detail. 
Urbina did more than just research 
and interviews; he accompanied 
Hammarstadt aboard the Bob Barker 
(read the book to see why they named 
it that), enduring storms, sleepless 
nights and exhausting investigations, 
all thousands of miles from land. 

As someone who grew up on the 
water, I hope the future of internation-
al law enforcement involves greater 
application of resources for the pro-
tection of the ocean, of legitimate mar-
itime industries, and the people who 
work in them.  P&SN
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